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— Upcoming Events —

¢ August 10: Ballpark Day of
Faith

* August 24: Fiesta Mexicana

® September 5: Pro-Life Mass

* September 6: MofC
Eucharistic Procession

* September 27: Stewardship
Appeal

® September 28-October 1:
Diocese of Madison Priest
Assembly.

— Family Events —
¢ MCG Grill Out - Sept. 20
¢ JP2 Feast Day - October 22
e Christmas Party - Dec. 14

— Men’s Group Meetings —
July 21
August 18
November 17

Save the Date!!!
Evening of October 22
+ JP2 Feast Day Celebration!

— Board of Directors —
Robin Roxas, President
Dan Axt, Vice President

Ron Gamache, Treasurer
Doug Miller, Secretary

www.mobilesacristy.org
jp2mensgroup@gmail.com
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— New Program — Direct From our Patron —

By Michael Tennies, Founder, Executive Director
We are excited to announce that MCG has added a new program to our mission. We are
honored to be the stewards of the last monstrance blessed by our patron, Pope St. John
Paul the Great! The JP2 Traveling Monstrance Program aims to bring people together in
Eucharistic adoration to pray for vocations. This was the specific intention of JP2 when

he commissioned its use, and we will adhere to his wish.

Check out our website, www.mobilesacristi.org, to learn more

about the origins and significance of this monstrance! If a
parish, ministry, or apostolate would like to secure the use
of this monstrance to host a holy hour for vocations, they

can do so via our website, and to register as well. We are

humbled to care for this sacred vessel and keep this program

alive after its 20 years of service to our church community.

Finally, our “Stock the Sacristy” matching campaign was a success! We want to recognize
our matching partners: WI KofC State Council, Women of Christ, Pro Life WI, Ballpark Day
of Faith, and Arise MKE. For everyone who donated towards this campaign, thank you!
Thanks to your generosity, the mobile sacristy is now adequately stocked to meet the

liturgical item needs of those we serve, after seven years of building its contents. bace 1
age
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— A Servant At The Altar —

By Robin Roxas
Board of Directors, President

I grew up overseas in Indonesia where having hired servants in the home was the norm. It
wasn’t because we were wealthy, it was just the culture to hire a couple of locals to help with
the menial duties of the household. Looking back I learned a lot about how to serve at the altar
not necessarily from watching priests but from observing these servants. When you called
them, they came; when you sent them on an errand, they would do just that—without
hesitation. The more seasoned servants would anticipate what you needed and would do it out

of a better sense of duty.

The difference between a servant and his master and between a server and a priest is that a
servant performs their duty out of obligation—they have a contract to fulfill and a paycheck to earn. On the other hand,

an altar server “works” for zero pay and does his duties out of love for God (through the priest) and for the Eucharist.

Much of what we do at the altar—bringing the sacred vessels to the priest at the altar, holding the Missal, etc—all
these things can be done by any one of any age. How we do it will reflect our love for Jesus. Prayer is very much
the same—how we say our prayers reflects our relationship with God. At the altar, how we serve is our prayer and
how we serve is important. When training servers I always tell them to pray as

they suit up: “Lord let me serve You in the Mass like it is my first Mass, but also let me

serve You like it is my last.”

Prayers and Blessings for Pope Leo XIV

— Brotherhood - The Often Silent, Yet Sure Guard —
By Evan Nosacek, Co-Founder

“Every man dies, not every man truly lives.” — William Wallace (Braveheart)

It's no secret that we live in a world of uncertainty. We live in a world that often beats a man down and try’s to keep him
there permanently. In my own life, it has become increasingly apparent to me that without brothers “in arms,” life
would eventually take me out. What do I mean by brothers in arms?
Brothers in faith. Our weapons are the sacraments, sacramentals, and liturgy.
When Millennial Catholic Gentleman was founded, I never would have
imagined that it would have been a lifeline for so many men. Men who I have
the privilege to call my brothers. Notice I said brothers, and not friends.
Brothers means blood. What blood unites us? The Holy Eucharist of which

we are invited to partake and defend. An invitation that is freely given, and

freely received. — Continued on next page Page 2
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Continued from Pg. 2 — Brotherhood - The Often Silent, Yet Sure Guard
Throughout the years, I have been made increasingly aware of the need to “walk with” men. The world doesn’t need

anymore talk. They need the walk. Talk is cheap. But this walk we walk is not clean, it's often messy and filled with
craters, waiting to swallow up the last of the warriors. We are seeking the divine, while being imperfect creatures
made in the image of God. The men of JPII men’s group have a goal, and while the goal is simple, it is often a tall
task. We have a mission “To strive for continual catechesis among our Catholic brethren.” This means we don’t
know it all, but are seeking the guidance of Holy Mother Church in the battle of winning souls. Because frankly,

eternal life depends upon it. We don’t have an option. We are either in or out. Which are you?

Finally, as our patron so elegantly said: “I plead with you, never give up on hope, never doubt, never tire, and never be
discouraged. Be not afraid.” - JP IL. I invite you, if you're a man who is struggling to hope, or needs a reason not to
give up, take the step to become apart of something bigger than yourself. Not in something that requires you to be
perfect, but that requires you to have the humility necessary to say “I am not meant to walk this journey alone, I am a
sinner who is broken, and am in need of brotherhood.” 1 assure you, you will have become a man when you admit you

can’t do it alone.

“I tell you, in just the same way there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous

people who have no need of repentance.” Luke 15:7

Prayer for Vocations: Lord Jesus, as You once called the first disciples to make them fishers of men, let Your sweet invitation continue to resound:
Come, follow Me! Give young men and women the grace of responding quickly to Your voice... Mary, Mother of the Church, the model of every
vocation, help us to say "Yes" to the Lord Who calls us to cooperate in the divine plan of salvation. — Pope John Paul Il

Being Spiritual Trees
By Fr. Chris Klusman, MCG, Chaplain

We know that a spiritual life without prayer is an oxymoron. St. Teresa of Avila, the Doctor of
Prayer, in her writings refers to our soul as an “enclosed garden.” We are called to consistent
prayer in order to cultivate our “enclosed garden.” This includes our participation at the Holy
Sacrifice of the Mass which is thee prayer. Prayer helps us care for growth of the virtues, as well

as, to be attentive in rooting out “weeds” of sin and vices.

Citing from a website, Angelus Press, there is a wonderful passage about Christ as the Gardener in

light of the risen Christ’s first encounter with St. Mary Magdalene. It is so good that it is
quoted here rather substantially:

Let us hear first from St. Jerome in his Homily 87: “When Mary Magdalene had seen the Lord and thought that He was the
gardener...she thought that He was the gardener; she was mistaken, indeed, in her vision, but the very error had its prototype.
Truly, indeed, was Jesus the gardener of His Paradise, of His trees of Paradise.” Now let us hear from St. Gregory the Great in
his sermon on this same passage. “Perhaps this woman was not as mistaken as she appeared to be when she believed that Jesus
was a gardener. Was he not spiritually a gardener for her when he planted the fruitful seeds of virtue in her heart by the force of
his love?” It is clear that the Fathers are telling us that Mary Magdalene’s “mistake” is for our edification. In St. Jerome and St.

Gregory we can truly say that Christ is the gardener, or as St. Gregory the Great puts it, a spiritual gardener. ~ — Continued
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Continued from pg. 3, by Fr. Chris Klussman

And what is He tilling? Our souls, so that planting virtue and watering it by grace, he will raise up “spiritual trees” as St.
Jerome calls it.

Now, to pull it all back together. How does this fit with the above questions of the counter balance between Adam and Christ?
Adam, who was given dominion over all the Earth, squandered his glory by sin. From that point forward, he would only bring
forth fruit from the Earth by the sweat of his brow. It would be hard work, contrary to the initial order established by God, where
Adam was master of the garden of Paradise. He was, in a sense, the gardener, but through his bad stewardship, and his
disobedience, he betrayed his authority and his God.

Contrast this with Christ, who is mistaken for the gardener. He has just done the work of bringing forth fruit and watering His
garden through His Passion, and Death and complete obedience to the Father. Now that He has triumphed over the world, the

flesh, and the Devil, we find Christ exactly where and how we should expect to find him; as the new Adam, in a garden, tilling
the gardens of our souls.

I will close with a clever excerpt, titled “Gardening God’s Way.” Happy gardening your soul this summer and onwards! Saints

Jerome, Gregory, and Teresa of Avila, pray for us!

Plant three rows of peas: Plant four rows of lettuce: Water freely with patience and
Peace of mind Lettuce be faithful cultivate with love:
Peace of heart Lettuce be kind There is much fruit in your garden
Peace of soul Lettuce be obedient Because you reap what you sow.
Lettuce really love one another
Plant four rows of squash: To conclude our garden we must have
Squash gossip No garden without turnips: thyme:
Squash indifference Turnip for meetings Thyme for God
Squash grumbling Turnip for service Thyme for study
Squash selfishness Turnip to help one another Thyme for prayer.
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